Wedding Ceremony
Groom & Bride
1) Who gives the Bride away? 

2) We have come together today in the presence of God to witness and bless the joining together of Groom and Bride in marriage.   
Marriage was established by God in creation. The joining of husband and wife is designed and intended by God for their joy and for God’s glory. 

With that said, Groom and Bride: if it is your intention to proceed with the ceremony, please signify by joining hands.

3) Prayer
Heavenly Father, We thank you that You are the Redeemer and the Creator of marriage. We pray that You will bless Groom and Bride as they stand here today in the presence of their family and friends to affirm this choice they have made - to embrace each other for the rest of their lives. I pray that You would confirm within both of them a desire to establish a home where Your love and presence will be celebrated.   
And we pray that Your Word may nurture them all the days of their lives as they attempt to discover and fulfill Your will.

Lord, I pray that they will find in their family, in their friends, and in their church community both support and encouragement to keep the vows they make and to continue to grow in their walk with You. 

We pray this in Your holy name. Amen
Please be SEATED.
4) Message
It has been a pleasure getting to know Groom and Bride.  

---custom comments unique to each person--
Scripture tells us the first wedding took place in a garden. The story begins with God who created all things, including Adam the first human.  
And God said “It’s not good for man to be alone” (This was the first time after all that He had made that God declared something not good)  But Scripture shows us that what He was about to do was part of his great plan to bring us joy.

So God said “I will make a suitable helper for Adam”…And He puts Adam to sleep in order to do some surgery on his side.  And when Adam wakes up, there is his waiting lady! And the Father presents to the man his lovely bride in this first of all weddings to come.
(Aside: Often speak about their being naked and unashamed and how Adam broke out into a poem/song for Eve.  I then recommend the groom reenacts scripture and get’s biblical with their wife-to-be later that night.)

Eve, you see, is Adam’s suitable helper, his “missing rib” that completes him.
As one old preacher said beautifully,  “woman was not made out of Adam’s head to top him, nor out of his feet as if to be trampled on by him, but out of his side to be equal with him; under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be loved.”  (~M. Henry)

This beginning shows us that there was one man and one woman, each created uniquely by the Master artist, yet with a shared human-ness; an equality in kind, yet a difference in roles.
Groom, note that Adam was called to be the “protector” of the garden and of his wife…and Bride, remember how Eve was to joyfully assist him in his appointed task as keeper of the beautiful garden – for scripture says she was a most suitable helper.

Yet it is not long after this union that the harmony of life in the garden is disrupted…Satan comes as a serpent to deceive Eve and Adam stands by silently.  
Instead of being the protector of the garden and his wife and saying “no” to sin, Adam was silent! Sometimes women charge men with not listening, but in this case Adam listened when he should have acted, to have the serpent removed from the Garden and protect his queen from being deceived… 

And yet here at the moment of broken-ness, I want you most of all to see how the grace of God shines through. God reveals the ultimate purpose for marriage that had been planned prior to the beginning of time. In Ephesians 5 Paul explains that glorious passage from Genesis.

31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.
The New Testament tells us what marriage is really about:  the One who would be the Source of our joy, our hopes, our dreams- a new Adam who would come and slay the Serpent – a new man who would act when Adam was silent!  For the promise was given that the child of the woman would one day come and crush the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15)

You see, in Christ the God-man we see the amazing heart of God fully expressed for sinners.  All of us sense this idea of sin.  That there is a wrongness with death, racism, injustice.  There is an emptiness of consumerism and the lost-ness of not knowing why we were created.  All of these result from believing the serpent’s deception and rebelling against what God intended.
But Jesus comes, bringing joy to the world by bearing on His cross the punishment of our rebellion for us - God in the flesh stepped into our shoes!  
And so now by receiving His gift with empty hands, we actually begin to see our lives transformed as we embrace his purpose for us.  And that purpose, you see, is to prepare a beautiful bride for Himself, a forgiven and loved people. 

It is in this that marriage between a man and a woman is meant to reflect the relationship between Christ and the Church.  

Now this you see is the significance of marriage and what it is meant to express!  Please don't think of this as merely an interesting perspective.  It's much more than that.  This is the essence of your marriage.  This is the divine purpose of your marriage.

And so as you make this precious covenant together today,  Groom and Bride, let me for a moment address each of you individually, and then both together…

Groom, these verses tell you that you are Bride’s “protector,” under the true Lord protector, Jesus Christ.  There will be days to be sure when you will not feel like embracing this role.   Nevertheless by the grace God has shown you in Christ I charge you to fulfill this calling as you lovingly embrace your wife throughout your lives together.  
Beautify her in character by your self-sacrifice, as Christ did for us, laying down your own life to show her how much you love her.  Beautify her life outwardly as well by keeping not only her heart but her body warm, and well nourished with your loving care.

Often you will have to sacrifice your own pursuits to do this, placing her needs above your own wants. But in the end this you will reap a harvest of joy, and you will find your garden is flourishing.

Bride, you are not only Groom’s queen but also his most suitable helper…. And as God has asked him to lovingly sacrifice for you and to be a picture of Christ to you, he has asked you to esteem your husband as a gift of love – and not because he necessarily deserves it (for none of us do.) But as you do this your gift of respect will actually encourage him to be all he was meant to be!  
When you respect your husband, think of it as placing a treasure inside him, so that others may look and say what Prov.31:11,12 says:
 “The heart of her husband safely trusts her; he will have no lack of gain…she does him good and not evil all the days of her life.”

Out of gratitude to Christ seek to build your husband up, nourishing him with your love and telling him and showing him how much you appreciate what he does in providing for your life together.  In this way, you also mirror Christ back to him, for Christ is a humble and merciful Savior. 

And finally, I address you both together: As you leave here today in each other’s arms, I charge you to stay in each other’s arms, and to celebrate! When the hard days come may the fact that you are side-by-side help you to see eye to eye, and learn to celebrate in forgiving each other as you have been forgiven!  And in all these things, celebrate as you look together to the true Lord-protector, the one who laid down His life and so made today possible. 

 5) Recitation of Vows
And so we come to this, a very important step in their lives: Groom, because it is your intention to unite in marriage with Bride, please make known your vows to her. (VOWS 1)
VOW
Bride (Groom), I do take you to be my true and lawful wife (husband). 
And God helping me, I will love you, I will cherish you,
I will honor you, and I will protect you from all others
...in sickness and in health, in poverty or riches, for better or for worse. 
I will cleave only to you until God by death shall separate us. 

VOW
Now, I want the friends and family here to take a vow before God if you are willing.  
Do you, friends and family of Groom and Bride, promise to give your love and blessing to them by doing everything in your power according to God’s grace to encourage and care and pray for these two in their life together? 
If you promise to DO this, please answer together by saying “We do.”

6) The Bestowing of Rings
Groom, do you have a token of love to bestow upon Bride?  Groom, please place the ring on Bride’s finger and repeat after me:
I Groom, give this ring to you Bride as an outward symbol of my commitment to you. 
It means I am yours and yours alone. I want all to know that before God and these people, I gave myself to you. 

Bride, do you have any token of love to bestow upon Groom?  Bride, please place the ring on Groom’s finger and repeat after me:

I Bride, give this ring to you Groom as an outward symbol of my commitment to you. 
It means I am yours and yours alone. I want all to know that before God and these people, I gave myself to you. 

7) Communion 
At this time Groom & Bride have requested to take communion together.  It is in this they recognize that Jesus died for their sins and provides them forgiveness and grace each day.
8) Pronouncement  
And now…With the authority committed to me as a minister of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. I now pronounce you husband and wife.

You are now one––one in love one in life one in destiny.

Groom, you may now kiss your bride!

Now - Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great honor to present to you for the first time- Groom and Bride, husband and wife. 
