It has been a pleasure getting to know Fox and Joy.  In the time I have known Joy, I have seen a woman who loves God and who desires to deepen her relationship with Him in all ways.

I think of Fox a man who cornered me for 3-months…  
Knowing them as I do, both Joy & Fox desire to know God and his plan for their marriage.  So what does God want marriage to be? 
In marriage, a man and a woman make a covenant to live together in a lifelong, exclusive relationship of love and faithfulness.  We see in Genesis, God intended that one man and one woman become one flesh for one lifetime.  
Many of you have probably sat in weddings and heard the words from Genesis 2:24 read: "Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh." 
That is a popular passage read at events like today, but I will tell you that it is not the whole story.  

Genesis 2:24 does show us that God instituted marriage when Eve was presented to Adam.  It tells us that in marriage a man and a woman begin a new life together – a life even closer than a relationship between parents and children.  But the verse doesn't present the whole picture of the purpose of marriage.
When Moses first wrote these words, his understanding was limited.  God's saving purposes for man were still unfolding.  Jesus had not yet come to give up his life on the cross for the sins of the world.  The church had not yet been established.  
It is in the New Testament, God reveals the ultimate purpose for marriage that had been planned prior to the beginning of time. In Ephesians 5 Paul explains that glorious passage from Genesis.
31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.

What does Paul mean about this profound mystery?  The word shows up several times throughout his New Testament letters, and not once does it mean something incomprehensible or impossible to understand.  Instead, Paul uses it to refer to a truth that God kept hidden for a time, but now has revealed.  

So in Ephesians 5 Paul tells us there was a hidden truth in that verse in Genesis.  He tells us what this profound truth is:
Marriage between a man and a woman is meant to reflect the relationship between Christ and the Church.  

That relationship between Christ and the Church is certainly profound and amazing. Christ came to earth as a man, lived a perfect life, and died on the cross for our sins, taking the punishment we so richly deserved, he is now in heaven interceding for us and will one day return to take us as his own.  In the meantime the Church depends on him, serves him, and seeks to glorify him in all of life.
In Ephesians 5 Paul is saying, in effect, "Guess what, your marriage is kind of like that!"

So, although this truth about your marriage is something you can understand, it still ought to be profoundly mysterious and amazing, for it makes your marriage as holy a human relationship as one can imagine.
Many marriages struggle because they do not see their marriage as profound, mysterious or amazing.  They only see themselves as two married people.  It is all too common to have a marriage centered on you, your spouse, your kids, your goals or anything else that people can try to live that God did not intend. 

As Christians, we have an incredible privilege of knowing the ultimate purpose for marriage.  We can see that the purpose of marriage goes beyond personal fulfillment. The biblical purpose of marriage is not man-centered.  It's God's centered.  Your marriage is meant to point to the truth of the crucified and risen Savior who will return for his Bride, the church.

Your marriage is meant to be, by the grace of God, the best echo, the most faithful reflection of that relationship you can possibly be.  It's about being genuinely united in a strong, godly, intimate relationship that echoes the one between Christ and the Church.

Please don't think of this as merely a helpful illustration or an interesting perspective.  It's much more than that.  This is the essence of your marriage.  This is the divine purpose of your marriage.  

But unless you grasp this – unless there's a conviction that marriage is ultimately meant to bring glory to God by echoing the relationship between Christ and the Church – your marriage will only be superficial and your fulfillment will be temporary.   But by God's grace and power, marriage can reflect, in some real yet imperfect way, the relationship between Christ and the church.

Fox, for you this means that you are called to demonstrate the selfless love, care, and sacrifice that Jesus shows toward the church in how you relate to Joy.  Joy, this means that you are called to demonstrate the respect, submission, and devotion that the church shows toward Jesus in how you relate to Fox.  
That's the purpose of your marriage.  That is why God has given her to you and you to her.

God gives us these Scriptures so that we might have hope.  When sin hinders your marriage, repentance and forgiveness are available to cover sin of any duration and any severity.  By the grace of God, any Christian marriage can be transformed into a genuine reflection of Christ and the Church.  This grace is obtained through your humbling of yourself and trusting in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  God is eager to pour out his grace to those who humbly acknowledge their need for his help.  
Couples who build their marriage on the foundation of faith in Christ can trust that He will lead them in their marriage.  I close by encouraging you to love God with your whole heart, and to love each other as God has commanded: 
And that is: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always  perseveres. Love never fails.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-8

